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TH E death of a young perſon, who was drowned on 
Sanday afternoon June 3d. as he was bathing in the 
Rivet near this place, gave occaſion to the following 
diſcourſe the next day; and the proſpect of it's being 
dome haw uſeful, in ihe opinion of thoſe whoſe judgmen · 
I muſt prefer to my own, hath recommend it to the preſs, 
With a few flight alterations only, it is ſent out, as it 
das preached. The candour of the reader will make al- 
lowance for the inaccuracies, which a diſcourſe drawn up 
in haſte muſt be liable to. 


Trero, Aug uſt 2. 1783. 


aa ,, ,ö,i.:a SA ses 


230S99T028590@ TS TTITIITSSTOISE DIS 


I, SAMUEL, XX. z. 


There is but 4 Step between Me and Death. 


OU would be little apt to believe the Truth 
of theſe Words; (the vanity of your hearts, 
and the cuſtom of being alive, do plead ſo 
ſtrongly to the contrary ; ſo forwatd havg 
you been tv count upon years before 
u, or rather without reckoning upon the matter at all, 

to fit down in your vins and your heedleſneſs:) I ſay, 

one account and another you would not believe, 

Ls is but a flep between you ang death ; did not 

Gor give ſuch ſtriking proofs of the truth of it, that it 

may not be denied fur the preſent, altho* by and by it is 

wo likely to be forgotten. The melancholy occafion 
which calls us together, is an inftance in proof, that there 
is but @ flep indeed between us and death. And, my 

Brethren, while you have been amufing your thoughts 

upon the hiſtory of this calarnity, have told and heard, 

oyer and over, with an earneft curioſity, the circumſtan- 
ern which attended it, and made enquiry after the very 
leaſt particulars about it, devifing one with another, how 
the Perſon might have eſcaped, and have been prudently 

determining upon more cautious meaſures with r 3 

iq yourſelves in prevention of a lite miſchief ; while ye 1 

have been thus buſted in a ſearch of no gieat conſequence, 1 

aud been promifing yourſelves that it ſhall not thug 5 

fall out to you, hugging yourſelves in your own prudence 6 

aud o determining till upon many days to come; much 

cauſe [ have to fear, that very few of you have been hereby 
called to fit and practical reflection upon yourſelves, and 
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1 you may not loſe the benefit of ſuch a Pro- 
vidence, and turn that which is defigned to awaken and 
alarm you to felf-enquiry and reformation, into a fort of 
a dream of curiofity and the talk of a day, till ſome new 
trifle diſengages you from the thoughts of it, or it weary 
away being grown old upon your minds; ] have judged 
it my duty, when Go p hath thus providentially called 
you together, to labour what I might, that 155 Provi- 
dence might not be fruitleſs, and to direct your reflections 
into ſuch a channel, that knowing there is but a ſtep 

between you and death, you may inſtantly bethink you of 
your eternal Intereſts. 


AND fay, is there not ſomewhat ine xpreſſibly awfu} 
in /udden death ? To think of ſtepping into Eternity in a 

moment, of being gay and thoughtleſs, pleaſed with life, 
and uncongerned with any thing hereafter, in one how, 
and before the next comes, to be ſnatched into the . 
world, to be found in the region of ſpirits, to have an 
inſtant Judgment paſt, which (hall never be reverſed ; this 
is very awful and indeed terrible; or, ſhould the ſtate be 


better, and the iſſue be glory; ſhould a man be taken in 
2 moment from a world of miſery to a crown of life, yet 


ſtill the very impertance of Eternity would ſeem to require 


ſome mor particular and expreſs preparing and adorn- 
ing of the Soul to launch into it. It is ſuch an abyſs this 
Eternity, ſo paſt thought the continuance, and ſo valt the 
miſery and the happinefs of it; that a man would not 
adventure into it without the fulleſt aſſurance, that all was 
well; and. therefore, in ſubmiſſion to the Divine will, 

without a little ſpace to trim bis lamp however well it might 
be ſupplied with gil. But 40 have the Soul and the body 
ſeparated in a moment, to be tak en off without notice, aud 


the ſummons and the execution 60 be the ſame inſtant ; 
wheg 
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when death hath not heen thought of till the very ſtroke 
comes, when Lie inch been the very joy of the heart, when 
pleature hath home to that hour been the darling of the 
Soul, when G © Þ hath beca forgotten, and all his works 
and ways caſt aſide and every religious thought put over 
to a future day (but which now alas! ſhall never come 3 
when Cu = 1 s T the diſtributor of Glory, the procurer of 
mercy an4 the author of life, tho“ the inexorable judge to 
thole who diſobey him, hath not been fought to; when 
neither the works of the Devil, nor the pomps and vanities 
of the world, nor the Juſting of the fleſb have been mortified 
and renounced, nor the Commandments of Gop have been 
walked in; in ſuch circumſtances, ſo unprepared, ſo deſti. 
tute of all qualification for Heaven, juſt ripe (I cannot 
but tremble to ſpeak it) juſt ripe for Hell, for the Ven- 
geance of a Gop whoſe almighty arm cannot be avoided, 
the tyranny of tormenting Devils, and the ſociety of deſ- 
berate, hopeleſs, periſſied Souls, (Souls utterly periſhed 
in their inconceivable miſery, while they Lie in flames 
that will never be quenched : ) thus to be taken away at 
once, without one thought, one cry for mercy, what on 
this fide Damnation is ſo fearful ? And truly, when death 
takes away one from among us by a ſudden ſtroke, we 
immediately feel the peculiar effect of it, immediately 
there is @ cry in the flirects ; the world fluck together, 
with a painful, yet as it were unavoidable, anxiety and 
folicitude, look upon the corpſe, and ſhudder, and go 
away amazed and confounded. 


EVEN thus the moſt of 30 have done upon this ſad 
accaſion, Ye have ſeen thoſe limbs, that a few hours ago 
were as ſtrong, active, and full of life, as your own, all 
Fozen and numbed ; that body which but a day fince 
might not endure it's own heat aud vigour, but needed the 
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epoleſt refreſhment, (alas that it was fought ſo unſeaſon- 
ably, fa irre ligiouſſy!) Even that body ye have ſeen in the 
coldneſs of death; it now lies before you, and nothing re- 
jmains, but this ſeaſonable word of exhartation, e er it be 


conſigned do the grave and duſt, 


RUT haye you beheld this with ſelf-refle&ion ? Hath 
it taught you, that there is but @ftep between you and 
death ? Have you enquired, if you are not unfit to die, to 
begone upon ſo ſudden a call? And are you purpoſing 
thro* Gos grace, to return inſtantly to Gop, and make 
ſurg work for your Soul while yet there is a ſtep between 
10 and death? Alas, Sirs, all belides thiy 3s to no pu: pole. 
Unleſs you are thuy determined, this providence is per- | 
verted, and ye are this day alive in vain; C nleſs irom this | 
hour yau take new courſes, ye cannot be the better for | 
what 70 have ſeen, and the guilt of neglecting ſo loud and 4 
gear 4 all will greatly add ta the tintulneſßs of your ways. 


UNDER the grace of Gop, therefore, 1 ſhall endea- 
your to inforce upon you the pradtical influence of this 
Providence ; ; and this 


F IRST, by repreſenting, that there is hart a ſtep be- 
tween you aud dearh, under various views; in which " 
may conſider yourielves. | 


Scout v, by making an addreſs ſuitable to the 
8 and the occaſion. . 


Finn 1 am to repreſent that there is but a flep be- 
tuen you and Death under various views, in which you | 
k a caahuer yourſelves. And here | 


* ye renfeex the ſerene/e * hen the whole of it, 


th ere 
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there is but a fleß between you and death. What is the lie 
of man? All the reſemblances, which can figntfie a thing 
rain and vaniſhing, the ſcriptures compare it to. The jub- 
Pance of life is compared to a dream ; the continna#ce 
of it to a watth in the night; it's frailty to graſs ; it's van.ty 
to a ſpadow and its remembrance to that of yefter Jay 
that is paſt. It is every where repreſented by the likeneſs 
of the moſt vajn, uncertain; frail, and fleeting things in 
the world. But what matters this? Or, what profits it 
that we take up ſuch unmeaning words hereupon; as are 
hear'd from the mouths of the moſt thoughtleſs? Ne 
© is bort, — We know.not; to whoſe lot it mny next fall, = 
* All of us muſt die. Who ſpeak not thus? And yet 
fot the moſt part; with ſuch ſtupidiry and ſecurity, with 
ſo little ſerious conſideration, as if tho? ** time be ſbort, 
they were to abide here forever; as if, the none knows 
© whoſe turn it may next be, yet he; who ſays it, were 
afured it ſhould not be his; as if, rho? all of us muſt 
die, yet death were not worth thinking of. Away with 
*his trifling I beſeech you. Look forward to Eternity 
ind meditate upon the immenſe ocean of Being which be- 
gins upon the moment of death; think at once of ten 
thouſand ages; add to them as many millions mare, as, 
there are grains of ſand on the ſhore, or drops of water 
in the ſea ; preſs forward your calculation till you are loſt 
in the vaſt abyſs, till your mind recoils, and finding it 
can gain no conception of the bottomleſs Eternity; fiaks 
into wonder and filence ; and quits the too great purſuit 
with this moſt evident reflection, that the life of man 
upon earth is not to be accounted of: and, in this reſpeR, 
how little difference is there, whether you are green of 
ald in life ; whether your days be threeſcaxe years and ten 
or no more then twenty? In the view of Eternity, the 
whole time of man upon earth is very vanity. Away with 
your delufion then; and juſtly reckon z that there is bag 
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a ſtep between you and death, while ye confider Eternity, 
But this ſtep may be ſhortened many ways ; wherefore, 


Ir yox aregrowing oli, judge that there can be but 4 
little ſiep between you and death.” Tell me, Fathers; ye; 
whoſe heads are covered with honourabie and hoary hairs ; 
ye, whoſe knees have learnt to tremble an4 bands to ſhake; 
ye, who can but move from place to place, ſo weak and 
{tif are all your limbs ; ye, hoſe eyes {ail and ears are be. 
come dull; ye, who find decay grown upon you, and 
that you have been drawing cowards death theſe many 
years, dying (as I may fay) daily, and in a manner even 
no half dead, dead indeed to many of the active and 
uſeful purpoſes of life: fay, is there any mere then a fep 
between you and death, even in compariſon of the years 
you have already lived, and even ſhould you be allowed to 
live out the age of man to the full? Say that you ſhall 
reach to threeſcore and ten years, yet how ſbort is the 
ſtep between you and death ! 


+ AND ye too who have felt the ſbock of diſeaſes, the 
« fever, the ague, and the conſumption, ”* judge that there 
is but a ſtep between you and death. Violence is doing with 
you, what time is doing with the aged. Ye have been hard 
at death's door; and with much cauſe you ſuſpect, that 
diſeaſe will viſit you again, Ye are not, what you were, 
Ye have loſt your vigour. Ye cannot labour, as tormerly. 
Ye dare not ad venture into the dew of the night, or rain 
from above; no more are ye ſtrong to mingle wine in 
the feaſt, or hardy to endure the toil of manly recreation. 
View yourſelves well ; your viſage is pale, your fleſh 
ſcarce cleaves to your bones, and every one, that fees. 
you, reads the ſymptoms of Death in your countenance, 
Flatter yourſelves no more; there is bat hardly à frep 
between Death and you. NATL 


- a 3 _ 


c ͤũͤ—˙ ? 


191 


A but if you are young and ſtrong,” well yaw may 

zullge, that there is but 4 ſtep between you and death. 

rue it is, you are well and brisk at preſent ; life glows 

in your veins 5 and unhurt you can match all the labour 

which bufineſs or pleaſure brings in your way. But 

ſhew me your grant from Gop, that none of thoſe raging 

diſeaſes, that lay a man in the duſt in a week, ſhall fall 

upon you. Review the 'Tombs which lie without theſe 

doors ; and tell me, if at leaſt the half of thoſe that fill 

them were not even as you, green and flouriſhing, and cut 

+} down however on a ſudden. There lies your Brother, 

your Siſter, your Friend, your well known acquaintance, 

whom death ſeized and took away in the vigour of life, 

amidſt altogether as much probability and likelihood of 

living as yow can boaſt. Did you not ſee them droop, 

and ficken, and die? Did you not follow them to the 

| grave; and mourn a little for the loſs you had ſuffered ; 

nud purpoſe for ſomewhat about your Soul, while you 

were thus feelingly taught, that there was but 4 ffep 
between you ani Death. 


| HOWEVER, ſuppoſe that none of theſe plagues 
tomes nigh your dwelling: ſuppoſe, that you are healthy 
young, and have hitherto eſcaped the diſorders which 
have ſwept away others, and ſhould ſtill them: 
ALet the circumſtance before us will ſufficiently proclaim 

22 that you cannot be ſafe, no not for an hour. I ſay 


efure, 


: 
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FINALLY, © If you are not ſecure agaiuft the 
accidents which often ſnatch men away, you may 
realonably judge that there is but @ fep between you 
and death. Gop hath his inſtruments of death prepared, 
and often he is pleaſed to ſend them out to 
deſtroy. Every element is a magazine of various 

B deaths 
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deaths at the Almighty diſpoſal. When he Wills it, the } 
waters cover the ſlain; and at his Command, the fre 


conſumes the inhabitants of the world ; When he bids 
the air thundreth, the winds rage and deſtroy, and the 
lightnings ſtrike dead in a moment : Upon his mighty 
ſummons, the whole earth trembles, and cities and pro- 
vinces ſhake and fall. Nay, but if he pleaſes, the 
moſt harmleſs things becotne deadly ; death meets us 
upon the voyage and the journey, takes us at our 
amuſements, and prevents us at our labour. In ſuch a va- 
riety of ways the ſudden ſtroke comes, that we are 
never ſecure. In an experience of but few years, we 
can recollect, and fee a large catalogue of ſudden dea hs, 
and this from things the moſt unſuſpected. No where 
there is ſecurity. Our proviſions ſometimes choak us, 
and our houſes ſometimes fall upon us; one while the 


animals defigned for our convenience, become the in- 


ſtruments of death to us; and another while we waſh 
in the ſtreams and are no more ; now the mad Rioter 
kills us in his rage, and now the heedleſs companion 
hath wounded us in the hunting. And what may be 
obſerved with regard to all theſe ſudden inſtances of 
death is, that the healthy and ftrong are moſtly in the 
way of them, and that thro* the hardineſs of vigour ordi- 


narily they come upon us. Put all this together now, | 


theſe ſudden and unimagined ways of death; and then 
ſay, however luſty, and young, and in health you are 
at preſent, whether you have nut cauſe to ſay with young 
David, who had with his own hand flain the Lion 
and Bear, and with his fling and his ftone felled the 
great Goliath, There is but a ſtep between me and death. 


UPON the whole then, we muſt of force come 
to this conclufion, which the Texs ſpeaks, and every 
one 
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Far is it poſlible you ſhould be fully perſuaded in your 
* 


cur] 
ane of us may take up his word and fay, There * 


" hut aftep between we and death: And if this comes 


dome to us with 2 convincing weight, from a re- 
view, whether of the ſhortneſs of life in general, or of 
the particular circumſtances we are in, or the 
deſtructive calamities we are liable to; I wguld 
that you are now mare prepared for the | | 


SECOND thing I was to attempt, which was by a 
ſuitable addreſs, to gain upon you (if I might) ſame 


- good improvement of this providence, 


AND if death be ſa near, but a fep from you, 
I will ask, How are you prepared for it? In what 
ſtate doth it find you? 


1. DOT H it find you among thoſe hardened and 
molt ſenſeleſs wretches, who have never once ſeriouſly 
thougbt of dying, never taken ſo much as one ſtep to meet 
it, have not been put out of the road of their plea- 
ſures, luſts and intereſts, no not by all the terrors of the 
Lord, nar by all his graciaus invitations, nor by all 
the 1ntreaties of Gop's ſervants, nor by all the calls of 
his providence? I muſt ſpeak plainly to you. You do 
nat believe any thing of this whole matter. You have 
heard of Heaven and Hell, and a Judgment to come z 


+ but in truth you believe nothing about them. You be- 


lieve them not, as you do any other thing, of which you 
ate told; as ſuppoſe, that there was ſuch a place as Je- 
ruſalem, or there is ſuch a country as China. The /uf- 
pician of ſuch eternal things doth indeed float upon your 

3 You had early notions of them put into you; 
you take them up as the common opinion; but, 
hue you live as you do, in reality you believe them not. 


mind 
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mind; that there is ſuch a ſtate as Heaven, a ſtate of 
glory” and bleſſedneſs, where Peace, and Love, where 
Joy and ſecurity, beyond the biggeſt wiſh of man's heart. 
ate etertally to be found : or again, that Hell is à ſtate 
of moſt horrible and endleſs wretehedneſs; and withal, 
thata judgement-day is coming, wherein while the world 
is diſſolving in flames, and the great Judge firs to 
determine the eternal conditions of men, ſuch as you 
are this day, ſhalt be called out trembling. and con- 
banded to receive that awful and terrible ſentence, 
Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the 
Devil and bis Angels: Is it poſſible, that you ſhould 
be perſuaded of the truth of all this, and at the ſame 
time, that you know, Death it but 4 ſtep off, yet live 
in the manner you do, with all the curſes of Gop 
lying upon your head? It cannot be. But, at leaſt, 

we yourſelf the pain to think about it one hour; and 
1 L might prevail with you ſo far, let it be the very 
hour after you are diſmiſſed from hence. Go home, 
and conſider, if there be not in reality ſuch awful won- 
drous things, and that there is but « ſtep between them 
and you. But be ſure, you take the thought of Death 
home with you, when you ſet yourſelf down to make 
the enquiry. O, what a ſcene of terror and danger 
would one ſerious huur open upon you! 


24 | E Death, let 4 fe off; doth not find you a- 
mog thoſe, who have been always careleſs ; doth it 
find you Ale ep again, when you had been onee awakened? 
If you made /ome” fdeps in Religion; rouſed as you 
were; i you ridded” yeur hands of ſinful courſes for 4 
ſeafen ; ift you ſoughe to know Go will 4 little, and 
ram a while in the way of his Commandments, if after 


o 


all you ſell away, and are now a {anger to G * 
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+ | - the Lord FESUS CHRIST; if you do no more en- 
, tertain Gov in your thoughts, nor devoutly call on 
1 him when you lie down and when you rife up, nor 
; chuſe to hear of him in your familiar diſcourſes : If 
you are one of thoſe, who having put their hand to the 
Plow are looking back; I ſhall need ſay nothing to 


you; your Conſciences are this moment accuſing you 
more than any words of mine can do ; you know not 
how to hold up your heads; you dare not look Death 
in the face ; you are all amazement, while you conſider, 
chat there is but à ſtep between Death and you, 


ESPECIALLY you, who are younger; lend me 
your Ear. Look, I entreat you, upon this Coffin. Death 
is not perhaps ſo far off from you, as you may think. 
Know you, that the next day you may be in the ſame 
place, and by a like calamity. What mean you thus 
| | to trifle; to deny your Gov for vain Companions and 

idle Pleaſures, for mere ſloth an d indolence? O return 
unto the Lox p your Gop from this inſtant, if you 
would not dye as ye now are: and I appeal to yourfel ves, 
you would not for ten thoufand worlds. This departed 

Youth calls upon and warns you. He ſpeaks not indeed 

with his voice; no, you ſhall hear, nor ſee him no 

more ; but he ſpeaks more feelingly, than if he could 
call upon you by ten thouſand voices; his language 

enters intu your very Souls. He bids you, 0 
my Companions, and Fellows, and all you of the like 

age with me, look upon me; look upon me, not 

with an ufeleſs pity, but to learn that you muſt dye ; 
yea, come and fee what is your portion. I can do no 

* other ſervice, than to warn you, that you remember 

* your Creator. And by all the circumſtances about 

* me which may tend to move you; by the cold 
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„ Corpſe I now am; by the Coffin, in which 1 lye 
bp before you ; by all the Reyerence, which Death gives 
* me; my charge and ſummons is, Return unto the 
* Loxp your Gop, and delay not, left by to-morrow 
e you are even as I am, who have a new habitation 


** and dwelling, even the lonely little grave.“ 


3. DEATH, e off from you, doth it find you in the 

atice of any known ſin? You may amuſe yourſelf 
with conceits, ** that it is wel enough with your Soul, 
„that Gop is a Merciful Gap, that you are not as 
* many others, that what you do is not fo very faulty 
geit her, that tis but a /{:2le ofence, and that in other 
F reſpects none can blame you.” This may paſs when 
death is away, and you may go on with ſome kind 
of ſecurity and quiet: but I pray you, can you ſtand 
the fight of death? Will your excuſes hold with you, 
when yay fee death bat @ fep from you? Polibly 
guogher. day you will be ready to tell me, that you fee 
uo barm in idle company and fitting over the glaſs; 
that all the ſtrictneſs, I have often preſſed you to, is 209 
auch and needleſs; that the gate of Heaven is not 
ſo ftrait, as /ome would make it; that one, upon the 
whole ſuch as you are, altho' there be one thing or 
anotber in your courſe which you cannot altogether 
apprave, need not fear: this you may tell me another day. 
But how ſay you now ? How ſay you, when death ſtands 


before you, but juſt @ fep from you? Would you not 


bat you" ſtate were rather otherwiſe than it is? My 
Fe ye may make light of jeſting ' and com- 
payy-F*- ping, and ſquandering your precious time j 
you may count it a ſmall matter, Whether you ſpen 
your Sundays at Church and in your families, or in 
viſitings and walkings, Bur death ſpeaks another * 


| 


nd 1 will hope, thro“ God's grace, ſo do your kon- 


exrneſtneſs to the Heavenly Iuberitance of the Saints 


[15] 


feiences too at this time. | mentioned the Sabbath z 

and the day and time, when the calamity; whicu gives 
— to this addreſs, befel the perſon before us, would 
not ſuffer that I ſhould omit giving you warning in 
that particular. Brethren, Gop will have us know, 
that the Sabbath is an Holy Day, and that the em- 
ployment of it is neither buſineſs nor van'ty, neither 
pleaſure nor recreation. And when death is at hand; 
a man ſhall afſuredly own, that fuch breaches uf the 
Sabbath are not among the leaſt of the fins, which lie 
heavy upon him. Bur 


LASTEY, That there is but à fteþ between death 
and yon, have you been fo adviſed in, that ycu have 
been preparing for it? Have you made familiar to you 
what lies beyond the grave? Been devoutly endeavouring 
whatever pains, damage, or ſelſ-denial it might coſt 
you, to gain a ſure and clear intereſt in the Lord 
Jzsvs; and conſequently, in the Eternal Glory and 
Happineſs purchaſed by him! Yet the thought of ſudden 
death may ſerve to quicken you; and if you were to 
depart this night or the morrow, you would wiſh to 
be more advanced then you are. Ye ſhall do well then 
to bring death near to you, to view it in all its con- 
ſequences, and to confider how inſtantly it may be with 
you: Then you ſhall be able more evidently tv diſeo- 
ver your corruptions; and the ftriving of the law of 
fin, and the poverty of your graces; too apt to be hid 
by the deceitfulneſs of your hearts. It ſhall put a certain 


edge and importunity into all yoii do, ſhall raiſe you 


yet higher above the World and the uncertain things 
of it, and lift up your defires and hopes with greater 
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ae prevented me: And therefore ſhall be content 
oF bh 4 ep between you and death, you may well ſufter 
5 Gop's corrections in this life, bear quietly the op 
£ 4 -* Hition of men, and boldly encounter the aſſaults of the 


_ waiting till 'Gop deliver you. 


© eo common on theſe occafians,) as a piece of form: - 


XxX | 


1 7Y both you and myſelf this labour. Remember then, then, that - 


a ö 7 . Mniſter, that there is but a Hep between v and death. 


4 „ die muſt kafwer for it one day. May GOD bleſs, what 4 
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b 16-1 
in Light. But in all this, I ſhall have no doubt, 


add but this one word to you, that if there be iS 


Devil, World and Fleſh, for fo ſhort a ſpace ; pied, 


AND now; my brethren, I have done: Only Wa. 
ing you, not to conſider what you have. heard (ab 


and this my labour, as a. fort of decent A P 
| dead. Be affured, that I have not 


bi but yo, in the whole matter: Otherwiſe I had pared. 


you are this day warned &y the Providence of "Gos 5 
— 2 — - i Þp %is ow Word,” and eMorted by me his unworthy 
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- And beware, how ye diſregard ſo manifold a ſummons, * 
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